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Some Account of a Disorder of the Breast 

“They are seized while they are 
walking, especially if it be up a 
hill and soon after eating, with a 
painful sensation in the breast, 
which seems as if it would 
extinguish life, if it were to 
increase or continue; but the 
moment they stand still, all this 
uneasiness vanishes.” 







Treatments for Angina 



     Amyl nitrite   Glyceryl trinitrate 

Antoine-Jérôme Balard  Ascanio Sobrero 



Nobel, Nitroglycerine and Dynamite 



Constantine Hering & Glonoine  



Frederick Guthrie     Benjamin Ward Richardson 



Arthur Gamgee 



Thomas Lauder Brunton  



“As I believed the relief produced by the bleeding was 

due to the diminution it occasioned in the arterial 
tension, it occurred to me that a substance which 
possesses the power of lessening it in such an eminent 
degree as nitrite of amyl would probably produce the 
same effect…..On proceeding to try it on the 
wards…my hopes were completely fulfilled.” 

On the Use of Amyl Nitrite in Angina Pectoris  

Thomas Lauder Brunton 
Lancet, 90:97-8 (1867)  



Nitroglycerine as a Remedy for Angina Pectoris 

William Murrell  
Lancet, 113:80 (1879) 



      

“My heart trouble will keep me here in Paris for another 
few days at least…Isn't it the irony of fate that they 
should be prescribing nitroglycerine for me….  They call it 
Trinitrin, so as not to scare the chemist and the public.” 

Letter to Sohlman from Alfred Nobel, 25th October 1896 



Nitrates for Clinical Use 



Nobel Prize for Physiology or 
Medicine 1998 


